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 FENCE REQUIREMENTS 

CITY OF PALO 
          

 

1. A Permit which costs $25.00 and a detailed site plan will be required for all fences. 

2. Fences in residential districts are allowed to be up to 6 feet in height for rear and side yards. 

3. Fences in front yards are limited to 4 feet in height and must not create a visual barrier. 

4. Fences and hedges cannot be built within 3 feet of alley or five feet of a street right-of-way. 

5. Fences that are requested to be built within an easement will require: 

A. Fence shall be of the manufactured black chain link variety.  No other materials shall be 

permitted.  No privacy slats shall be installed in the chain link fence within the drainage 

easement. 

B. Fence material shall be installed on the downstream side of the poles so that in time of 

high-water volumes the fence would have the least amount of resistance against the 

water force. 

C. Fences are maintained and grass, corn stalks and other miscellaneous garbage are kept 

free from the fence within the drainage easement. 

D. If maintenance must be performed within the drainage easement the Property Owner is 

responsible for the removal and repairs needed to access the drainage easement. 

E. A waiver must be signed by the property owner at City Hall prior to the 

construction/installation of any fence components with in the drainage easement. 

6. All fences built within or on an easement are constructed at the property owner’s risk. 

7. The City of Palo is not responsible for enforcing restrictive covenants in place on several 

subdivisions. 

8. It is the responsibility of the property owner to locate the fence within the property lot lines unless 

an agreement has been reached with neighboring property owners. 

9. The owner or contractor is responsible for contacting Iowa One Call for locates of all services 48 

hours prior to construction. 

10.  For additional information on swimming pools, barbed wire and electric fence regulations- See 

Chapter 165 of the Palo Code of Ordinances. 

11. Fences shall not be permitted within the “Special Flood Hazard Areas” as defined on the official 

Floodplain Zoning Map adopted by Chapter 160.03 of these ordinances. 

 

PROPERTY LINES 

The City does not locate property lines. 

Information regarding property dimensions is available through the Linn County Assessor’s Office. 
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