
Planning & Zoning Meeting 
Palo City Hall 
April 11th, 2018  
7:00 pm 
 
Members in attendance:  Vicki Clymer, Katherine Hance, Delmar Jellison, Susan Salee and Brent Yount 
 
Others Present: Erek Sittig; City Attorney, Ryan Scheckel; Mayor, Trisca Dix; City Clerk.   
 
Meeting called to order with five members present.   
 
Mayor Scheckel discussed the Comprehensive plan and the goals the council is looking at obtaining this 
year.  This would be in collaboration with the Planning & Zoning Commission, Palo Fire Department, City 
Staff and additional outside resources to update the comprehensive plan that would better serve the city 
due to growth, Hwy 100 project adding more traffic and infrastructure changes.  In addition, we would 
also incorporate an Emergency Preparedness Plan that would be specific to the cities new technology and 
infrastructure.   
 
Commission discussed future land use map, what types of growth the city is looking at, any potential 
incentives for industrial/commercial/business growth as well as infrastructure that would be needed to 
serve the new growth potential 
 
Erek Sittig updated the commission on Iowa Code Chapter 414 specific functions for the Planning & Zoning 
Commission as well as what is adopted in the Palo Code of Ordinance.  The main functions discussed were: 
 Ordinances:  Review from time to time amendments, supplements, changes or modifications.  

Comprehensive Plan:   Regulations and comprehensive plan — considerations and objectives — 
notice, adoption, distribution. 

1. The regulations shall be made in accordance with a comprehensive plan and designed to 
preserve the availability of agricultural land; to consider the protection of soil from wind and 
water erosion; to encourage efficient urban development patterns; to lessen congestion in the 
street; to secure safety from fire, flood, panic, and other dangers; to promote health and the 
general welfare; to provide adequate light and air; to prevent the overcrowding of land; to avoid 
undue concentration of population; to promote the conservation of energy resources; to 
promote reasonable access to solar energy; and to facilitate the adequate provision of 
transportation, water, sewerage, schools, parks, and other public requirements.  

2. The regulations shall be made with reasonable consideration, among other things, as to the 
character of the area of the district and the peculiar suitability of such area for particular uses, 
and with a view to conserving the value of buildings and encouraging the most appropriate use 
of land throughout such city. 

3. The regulations and comprehensive plan shall be made with consideration of the smart 
planning principles. 

4. a. A comprehensive plan recommended for adoption by the zoning commission established 
under section 414.6, may be adopted by the council. The council may amend the proposed 



comprehensive plan prior to adoption. The council shall publish notice of the meeting at which 
the comprehensive plan will be considered for adoption. The notice shall be published as 
provided in section 362.3. 

b. Following its adoption, copies of the comprehensive plan shall be sent or made available to 
the county in which the city is located, neighboring counties and cities, the council of 
governments or regional planning commission where the city is located, and public libraries 
within the city. Following its adoption, a comprehensive plan may be amended by the council at 
any time. 

Zoning Changes: Zoning regulations, district boundaries, amendments. 

Subdivision Plats: all plans, plats, or re-plats of subdivision or re-subdivision of land embraced in 
the city or adjacent thereto shall be submitted to the Commission and its recommendations 
obtained before approval of the city council.  

Rules for meetings:  Meetings of the commission shall be held on the official date set by policy 
and at such other times as the city or commission may determine. All meetings of the 
Commission shall be open to the public. The commission shall keep minutes of its proceedings, 
showing the vote of each member upon each question, or if absent or failing to vote, indicating 
such fact, and shall keep records of its examinations and other official actions, all of which shall 
be immediately filed in the office with the city clerk and shall be a public record.  Briefly 
discussed open record and open meeting laws which apply to the commission such as not 
holding a meeting outside of a published meeting regarding policies.  

Dix presented the commission with a copy of the Subdivision Ordinance stating this will be on the next 
agenda for review.  There are a few specific changes that need to be implemented such as adopting the 
SUDAS due to the Metro Area Standard Specifications being obsolete after this year.  Storm water 
management updates and commission discussed adding tree plantings or vegetation to be required in 
new developments.  

Commission discussed the policy date and time for the regular scheduled meetings as the first Thursday 
of the month would still be used.   Next meeting to be Thursday May 3rd, 2018 at 6:30PM   

  
Meeting adjourned at 8:30PM  
 
 
Respectfully Submitted by 

 

Trisca Dix, City Clerk  


