ORDINANCE NO. 94-2026

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 152 “CULVERT REGULATIONS” OF THE
CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF PALO, IOWA

SECTION 1. PURPOSE. the City Council of the City of Palo, Jowa finds that roadway
ditches and culverts are critical components of the City’s stormwater management system; that
improper installation or maintenance of driveway culverts can adversely affect drainage patterns,
damage public infrastructure and private property, and create nuisance conditions; and that Chapter
152 of the Code of Ordinances would benefit from the adoption of uniform, enforceable
engineering standards for driveway culverts, together with clarifying amendments, in order to
promote consistent construction practices and protect the public health, safety, and welfare

SECTIONIL.  SECTION REPEALED AND REPLACED. Section 152.08 of the City
Code is hereby repealed in its entirety and replaced as follows:

CHAPTER 152
152.08 CULVERT STANDARDS.

1. General Standard. All culverts repaired, replaced, installed, or constructed within the City
shall comply with: '
A. This Chapter;
B. Any applicable provisions of Chapter 161; and

2. Drainage Protection. No culvert or associated driveway improvement shall be installed in
a manner that impedes, redirects, or otherwise adversely affects the established drainage
flow within a ditch or public right-of-way.

3. Order to Repair/Replace. The City may require modification, replacement, or
reconstruction of any culvert that is undersized, improperly installed, deteriorated, or
otherwise fails to adequately convey drainage.

SECTIONIII. SECTION ADDED. The following constitutes an entirely new section of the
City Code which results as current sections 152.09 and 152.10 being relabeled section 152.10
and 152.11 respectively.

CHAPTER 152

152.09DRIVEWAY CULVERT SPECIFICATIONS.

1. Plans Adopted. The document entitled “City of Palo Specifications — Figure 1: Driveway
Culvert (May 2026)” is hereby adopted by reference and shall govern the design and
installation of driveway culverts within the City. A copy shall be maintained on file with
the City Clerk.



2. Minimum Design Requirements. Unless otherwise approved by the City, driveway culverts
shall conform to the following:

A.

B.

Flow Line and Drainage. Installation shall not change the direction of water flow
or alter the elevation of the established flow line.

Pipe Length. Culvert pipe shall extend a minimum of five (5) feet beyond each edge
of the driveway surface, excluding flared end sections.

C. Side Slopes. Side slopes shall not exceed a 3:1 slope unless otherwise approved.
D.

Drainage Capacity. Culverts shall be sized and installed to maintain or improve
existing drainage capacity.

3. Rock Revetment Standards. Where rock protection is required:

A
B.

C.

D.
E. Excavation shall ensure the finished rock surface remains below the established

Minimum width shall be three (3) times the culvert pipe diameter;

Minimum thickness shall be one and one-half (1.5) times the maximum stone
diameter;

Stone shall be clean, washed rock, averaging one and one-half (1.5) inches to three
(3) inches, with no stone exceeding six (6) inches;

Engineering fabric shall be installed beneath the rock;

flow line.

SECTIONIV. REPEALER. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the provisions

of this ordinance are hereby repealed.

SECTION V. SEVERABILITY. If any section, provision, or part of this ordinance shall be

adjudged invalid or unconstitutional, such adjudication shall not affect the validity of this
ordinance as a whole or any section, provision, or part thereof not adjudged invalid or
unconstitutional.

SECTION VI. EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall be effective after its passage and

publication as required by law.

PASSED AND APPROVED this 15th day of June 2026.

ATTEST:

L 2

Bryan Busch, Mayor

S funl

er Fencl, City Clerk

First Reading: May 18, 2026
Second Reading: June 1, 2026
Third Reading: June 15, 2026



Final Approval Given: June 15, 2026

I certify that the fgregoing was published as Ordinance No. 94-2026 on June 18, 2026.




